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Pag top It’s been a busy few months at the church. I don’t remember a December as hectic as the one we just came through. While it was joyful with all the
28ne,S trimmings, including The Journey and a wonderful kids program, the toll was obvious on everyone’s face the first few weeks of January. Then to finish

this past month, we had a full week as we turned to talk of the church’s vision and the listening sessions about the land. All of these things were neces-
sary to the life of the church and had the ultimate goal of furthering our corporate and individual faith in the Triune God. However, I can’t help but also
feel like maybe we’ve all been a bit scattered and unfocused recently (but maybe it’s just me J). Scattered, unfocused, torn in so many different directions — this does
seem to be the perpetual state of the world we live in. We know that our faith in Christ is the most important thing we have in our lives and we want to devote the
time and energy to fostering this life giving relationship at every point, but we also know that our attention spans are more like a child’s than we would care to admit.
And so sometimes, it is necessary to step back from the barrage that is life and intentionally focus on cultivating our relationship with God.

It is that time of the year when Christians all over the world do exactly that. I am, of course, talking about the season of Lent — the 40 days of preparation and intro-
spection before Easter. Lent begins Wednesday, February 22" and we will mark this with an ecumenical Ash Wednesday service at Taylorsville Presbyterian at 7pm.
One of the common and powerful things to do during Lent is to stop doing or partaking of something we love, usually something that is not that good for us anyway,
and in that self-denial remember the sacrifice of Christ for us. Also you can take on something that would cultivate a closer relationship with Christ, such as adding a
daily devotion or prayer if you don’t already do that. I would encourage all of you to “give up” or “take on” something this Lent. Corporately, we will have weekly
worship at 6:30 on Wednesday night. It will be a half hour filled with a short meditation, prayer, and communion. I also hope you will make a special effort to be
here on Sunday mornings during Lent. Weekly corporate worship is the single most defining act of the church. It says to the world who we are and whose we are.
Sunday mornings, beginning this week, we will start a sermon series on the fruits of the spirit — the apostle Paul writes “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” These are the practices, the habits, the living we
should cultivate during such a season as Lent and so we will look at doing just that. We begin on Sunday with gentleness. I pray these times will be not just one more
thing to do but also a time to intentionally focus on our connection with Christ as we prepare for the good news of resurrection.

Below you will find the invitation from the UM Book of Worship to observe a holy lent.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
the early Christians observed with great devotion
the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection,
and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter celebration
there should be a forty day season of spiritual preparation.
During this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.
It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins
and had separated themselves from the community of faith
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness,
and restored to participation in the life of the Church.
In this way the whole congregation was reminded
of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ
and the need we all have to renew our faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,
to observe a holy Lent:
by self examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting, and self denial;
and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word.

Let us journey together. See you Sunday, Josh

First United Methodist Church 54 East Main Ave. PO Box 157 Taylorsville, NC 28681 Office 828-632-2993 Josh’s Cell 704-881-2488 fumct@fumct.com www.fumct.com



YOU’RE INVITED

The Snyder Family will be celebrating Samantha's Birthday

This year Samantha wants to do something different.

She came to me back in the fall and asked if she could have a
party where folks donated gifts to others.

So that is what we are asking you to help us do. Instead of bring-
ing a present for her, please help us to fill the boxes.

Our goal is to make fifteen boxes which we will donate to the De-

partment of Social Services for children who need a special treat.

ltems we need

Toys:

Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building
blocks, small musical instrument.

For boys; trucks and cars,

For girls; dolls, clip on earrings, etc.

Educational Supplies:
Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, coloring book,
notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk, pencil case, stickers, etc.

Hygiene Items:
Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar of soap,
flannel, etc.

Other Items:
Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March of the following year),
gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, bangles, necklaces etc.

| will place a Big Birthday Bag in the Parlor.

Thanks for your help!
The Snyder Family

12 Hopes for 2012

Shane Claiborne

12. Do something really nice —that no one knows about.

11. Spend more money on other people than | spend on myself. Love my neighbor as | love
myself. And love myself as | love my neighbor.

10. Laugh often... especially at advertisements that try to convince me that | must buy more
stuff in order to be happy.

9. Learn a new life skill - like carpentry, pottery, or canning vegetables. Teach someone else
life skill I know how to do.

8. Love a few people well, remembering that what is important is not how much we do but
how much love we put into doing it.

7. Write a letter to someone | need to say thank you to. Write another letter to someone
need to ask to forgive me.

6. Track down a critic or someone | disagree with and take them to lunch. Listen to them.
5. Compliment someone | have a hard time complimenting... and mean it.

4. Choose life. Do something regularly to interrupt the patterns of death — do something to
end violence, bullying, war, capital punishment and othier mean and ugly things.

3. Pause before every potential crisis and ask “will this matter in 5 years?”

2. Get outside often and marvel at things like fireflies and shooting stars. And regularly get
my hands into the garden... so when | type on the computer | can see dirt under my
fingernails,

1. Believe in miracles. And live in a way that might necessitate one.

Submitted by: Bill Glad

Mid Week Manna
We are changing MIDWEEK MANNA to once per month, on the
first Wednesday of each month. Please fill out your reservation
cards by the first Monday of each month. The menu and program
schedule is as follows:
March 7: Lucky Soup & Cornbread

Program: Joke Night
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eUyopal Prayer Group
Midweek Manna
Handbells

Chancel Choir
Disciple | &I
Confirmation Class
eUyoual Prayer Group
Handbells

Chancel Choir

Disciple | &I

Boy Scouts Fundraiser
Confirmation Class
Kid's Praise |

Trustee Meeting

Kid's Praise Il

UMYF

Church Council

Prayer Shawl Ministry
€Uyopai Prayer Group
Handbells

Chancel Choir

Disciple | &I

UMM Community Breakfast
Confirmation Class
Kid's Praise |

Kid's Praise Il

UMYF

Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner
e0yopal Prayer Group
Handbells

Chancel Choir

Gabriel Deadline
Disciple | & 11
Confirmation Class
Kid's Praise |

Kid's Praise Il

UMYF

Worship/ Prayer Service

Financial Snapshot

Offering Received for January

Monthly Budgeted Amount Needed $ 16,338.40

General Budget
Land

Helping Pot
Benevolence
Building Vision Fund
Memorial

Year to Date Totals

Budget for 2012 $212,399

Income for 2012
General Budget
Annuity

Other

Total General Receipts

§ 14,522.00
327.00
169.00
117.00
255.00
100.00

©wm m PP

$ 14522.00

$
$
$

Total Budgeted Expenses Paid Out
Difference between Income & Expenses

Mission & Building Vision Giving

Building Vision Fund
Land

Helping Pot
Bereavement
Benevolence

Agape

Prison Ministry

Zoe Ministry
Second Mile Giving
Stop Hunger

255.00

$
$ 327.00
$

582.00
169.00
117.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Worship $chedule
8:43 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Coffee and Refreshments
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service

£Uyonm Prayer Group!

gUyopar,(Eu-ko-mai) which is a Greek word for “pray to

God.” eUyopon is meeting every Wednesday at 10:00 am in the
parlor to pray for church and community members that are in
need of special prayer. Everyone is welcome to join us. Prayer
requests can be e-mailed to the church fumct@fumct.com,
Danise Larmore at dlarmore@hotmail.com , and to Linda Dun-
bar at dunbarlof6@hotmail.com, or can be written on the prayer
request cards found throughout the church and placed in the
offering plate.

Memorials and Honorariums

Many of you have supported FUMC and honored friends
and loved ones by giving memorials and honorariums.
Everyone is encouraged to designate these gifts for the
purpose they would like for them to be used. However,
if memorials/honorariums are undesignated, the funds
will be dispensed at the discretion of the Memorial Fund
Committee. The Memorial Fund Committee members
are the Pastor, Finance Committee Chairperson, Council
Member appointed by the Council Chairperson, and Fi-
nancial Secretary. For example, the committee recently
approved the use of undesignated memorial funds to up-
grade the sound system. Thank you for your memorials/
honorariums contributions and please be assured that the
funds will be used for the designated purpose and to the
glory of God.
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Council Corner — January, 2012

-Bill Vinson gave a devotion that reminded the council
that the business of the church should be conducted
prayerfully and by seeking God’s leadership.

-Chairperson Linda Greer welcomed the new Council
members.

-Listening Sessions will on:
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2012 at 7:00 pm
Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012 at 7:00 pm
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012 at 12:00 noon

The note burning for the land will be Sunday, February
4,2012. Dr. Mary John Dye will be joining us for the

service on the land.

-Below is Church Council’s updated list of prayer con-

cerns. Please join us in daily prayer for the items listed.

-Conference Realignment
-Listening Sessions

-Confirmation Class

-Continued Harmony in our Church
-Care Givers and Their Loved Ones

-Reminder: Everyone is welcome to attend Council
Meetings. Our next meeting will be Sunday, February
12,2012 at 7:00pm.

our special ways

rhank YO!

and generous heart
make a beauriful difference.
Thank you so much.

ﬂjf/f/ﬂ/& ) W%M/
o Zégfﬂ e ” - é/&wé_}:w
ﬂ Al &H:m/ E; Aﬁ% AL
Heer )nm?, Lot 7/}9 - 2 7L¢M:4-
41 2l D/{,LL{_,- a2 7)!/./)2‘,'4
¢ M it -ZZ»/ Lro o

S, g Tt 7,-wﬁe/

,_’.L/Ldm»ﬁuﬂd" g 7res -

/@/y - Dot y‘"" A %M

g,ﬂv
q{:f Dea (a.bw».j 74‘“" qgulj’ L‘(—b

Lent is Coming!

I know it is hard to believe but Lent is only a couple weeks away. To kick off this
important church season we will have a Fat Tuesday pancake supper on Tuesday
Feb. 21* beginning at 6pm. Following dinner we will have another game of Lenten
Jeopardy and the kids will have crafts to do. Then every Wednesday night during
Lent we will have a 30 minute worship/prayer service with communion at 6:30pm.

o0

S —

Kindles, Nooks & Books:

Kindle, Nook and Book readers are taking a trip into the world of intrigue in February by
indulging in "Portrait of a Spy" by Daniel Silva. Mr. Silva is an artist himself, in a sense,
painting a story that is still evolving today in circles outside of our own that stems

from centuries of war, persecution, retribution and how one man is affected by his role
in it all. Our book club, "Kindles, Nooks, and Books" meets the last Tuesday of the
month at 6:00 pm at the Spilled Bean. The next few months we'll be reading "The Fault
in Our Stars" by John Green (for March), "Heaven is For Real" by Todd Burpo (April), and
then "Death Comes to Pemberley" by P.D. James (May). Join us!




Mission Money Jars
Add your pocket change to the
labeled jars in Sunday School [T
rooms and around the church (A
to help fund our Outreach Missio ‘

Mission Projects.

Remember our Homebound /Students

Holping Pot for Fobruary

Share the Warmth

Our Covenant Missionaries
From Liberia
Herbert and Mary Zigbuo:
1158 Mallard Place
Creedmoor, NC 27522
e-mail: umcliberia@yahoo.com
Drop them a note and let them know
that we are praying for them and their ministry.

Coming Soon! Time & Talent!!

Watch for information in the bulletin to
sign up for Time & Talent. Please be
prayerful about your decisions and fill out
your volunteer form and turn it in to the
church office as soon as possible.

Lucille Garmon Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn PO Box 1599 Conover, NC 28613
Audrey Gilreath 537 1st Ave Dr SE Taylorsville, NC 28681

Cleda Graham 347 East Main Ave Taylorsville, NC 28681

Helen Heafner PO Box 216 Taylorsville, NC 28681

Marguerite Rector 190 East Jay Drive Taylorsville, NC 28681

Betty Roulic 1265 21st St Ne Room 708 A Hickory, NC 28601

Billy & Lisa Adams 4604 NC Hwy 90 E Hiddenite, NC 28636

Harold & Jean Rufty 347 S Center St Taylorsville, NC 28681

Sam Zachary 1244 Arbor Rd Box A-416 Winston Salem, NC 27104
Nita Wagoner 1244 Arbor Rd Box 505 Winston Salem, NC 27104
Emmie Givens 1244 Arbor Rd B-310 Winston Salem, NC 27104
Patrick Wike PO Box 15073 Boone, NC 28608

Morgan Feimster ASU Box 15935 Boone, NC 28608

Andy Bryan 1917 UNCG Station Campus Greensboro, NC 27149-1018
Sam O’ Keeffe PO Box 1875 Wingate, NC 28174

Vincent Aponte Western Carolina University 245 Memorial Dr Ste 7494 Cullowhee, NC 28723

Garrett Feimster ASU Box 06856 Boone, NC 28608
Lea Church ASU Box 09570 Boone, NC 28608

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser

I

Troop 274

Saturday February 11" 5:00—7:00 pm
Taylorsville Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall

Beside the funeral home down town

$6.00 Spaghetti — (bread, light salad and a dessert)

Drinks are available - or take out plates

Help send a boy to camp |
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UMW NEWS...

Please put on your calendar the date of March 17, to attend the annu-
al Prayer Breakfast. The theme for this event will be “Walking in
Prayer” with the speaker being Sandy Hieronymus. We have lifted
her up in our prayers during the last couple of years and you will find
her to be a very courageous and inspirational speaker as she shares
her journey of faith and prayer. Bethlehem UMC, Statesville, will
host the breakfast with registration and breakfast at 9:00 AM and the
program beginning at 10:00 AM. Car pool arrangements will be
made at a later date. The hands on mission project for with event
will be non-perishable food item. Remember to take a can or two of
food to share with this important ministry.

Sunday, February 5, will be our General Meeting of the local units.
The Executive committee voted to hold our general meetings on the
first Sundays at 4:00 PM in Carson Hall. The program will be Part-
nering in Mission. I encourage all of the women of the church to
attend and learn of the extraordinary mission work our women do at
home and abroad. I challenge you to invite someone to attend with
you who does not regularly attend. At this meeting we will discuss
our mission opportunity of providing birthing kits again this year.
These will be taken to the Spiritual Growth Retreat in June for deliv-
ery to the Response Center.

Issues of focus this year are Domestic Violence, Drug and Human
Trafficking, Children and Elder Abuse, and Sexual Molestation.
How can we not get involved???

The United Methodist Men continue to reach out to other men in our congregation to strength-
en our group. We would like to invite you to a “Men’s Night Out” on February 24™ to travel to Char-
lotte for a Charlotte Checkers Hockey Game. We will stop somewhere along the way for supper and
then look forward to a fun night. Very few men in our present group have ever attended a professional
hockey game and we thought it might be interesting and we would learn more about the game. If you
are knowledgeable about the game of hockey, please consider going so that you can educate the rest of
us as to what’s happening on the ice. Ha! At this time, we plan to purchase the tickets and the gas
(hope to take the church bus) and the only expense to you would be your supper. It should be a lot of
fun and we hope you will take us up on this invitation.

In the coming months, we will also plan another fishing trip to the Outer Banks — hopefully in
the fall. Everyone who has gone on this trip before have had an absolute “blast”. We will have a great
week of good food, good fellowship, great laughter, and hopefully good fishing!

We continue to struggle with attendance for our monthly community breakfasts. If
attendance doesn’t drastically pick up, we regretfully will have to reassess this project. Approximately
50 hours of “man-hours” go into this project each month and at this time; we are netting less than mini-
mum wage. Since all of the proceeds go to missions directly or indirectly, it doesn’t make sense to con-
tinue in the present conditions. We will make a final assessment at our February breakfast. We were
hopeful that more of our members would take “ownership” in this project. For those of you who have
faithfully supported our breakfasts, we are sincerely thankful.

Our regular monthly business meeting will be Sunday, February 11", at 7:30 a.m. in
the Multi-Purpose Room. We would welcome your attendance, ideas, and participation.

Respectfully submitted,
Glenn Fox
Secretary/Treasurer

Youth & Children

Hello everyone!

It seems that this year is already slipping by faster and faster but we have plenty to look forward to! Just a quick update on some things we are planning.

The kids are invited to a "kids day out" has been postponed.

The youth are planning a ski trip for February 10-12. Space is limited so if you have a youth that is interested please let me know ASAP. There will be speakers and

bands and lots to do, and we are all excited about the skiing.

One last thing; the kids council has begun discussion about kids in the park but we can't do it alone! If you are interested in helping (or even if you aren't but feel like
you should :) or have an idea that will help us out get involved and contact us! This is a fantastic ministry and outreach opportunity that I'm very excited about being

a part of and hope you are also.

If there are any questions you may have about anything | quickly touched on feel free to call or email anytime. | live the feedback!

Thanks again and have a blessed February!
~Ben

Email- benwooten@gmail.com Cell. - 704-402-4460
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First United Methodist Church— February Ministry Commitments

Date Nursery
Feb 5 Traci Snyder, Cole Dunbar (8:43 am), Janel Lingle, Lawrence Graham (11:00 am)
Feb 12 Danielle Seitz, Amanda Bryan (8:43 am), Kay Blackburn, Betty Adams (11:00 am)
Feb 19 Christie Bowman, Ethan Lingle(8:43 am), Dennis Snyder, Rachel Zachary (11:00 am)
Feb 26 Jennifer Muscarelli, Cory Chapman(8:43am), Nancy Coley ( 11:00am)
Date Liturgist Scripture Flowers
Feb 5 8:43am- Rene Seitz 11:00am- No Reader Holy Communion
Feb 12 Susan Campbell Sharon Mehaffey Galatians 5:22-23 Linda Greer
Feb 19 Justin Bowman Dianne Little Psalm 117
Feb 26 Marshall Dunbar Carol Zachary Titus 2:11-14; Proverbs 25:28
Date Church Security Ushers 8:43 am Sound System 11am Sound System
Feb 5 Jerry Adams 8:43 am Dale & Gale Clary Jill Masten-Byers Jerry Adams
Feb 12 Christy Bebber
Feb 19 Glenn Fox 11:00 am Christie Bowman, Spencer Zachary, Courtney Bebber
Feb 26 Mark Odom
Date Offering Counter Offering Counter Assistant Altar Guild Acolyte
Feb 5 Pete Petrie Mike Wike Kay Blackburn Callie Bebber
Feb 12 Nan Campbell Lisa Ferguson Brenda Fox
Feb 19 Mary Beth White Carol Zachary
Feb 26 Linda Greer Janel Lingle Our Praver List
Set Up for Early Service - Justin Bowman Libby & Bill Lilly
Kris Kennington & Family Kelly Blanton
Faye Hicks Rita Brett
Danny & Janice Lentz Joel Blackburn
Jimmy Miller Betty Roulic
Chase Logan Vincent Aponte

Church Staff

Rev. Josh Sherfey, Pastor

Ben Wooten, Christian Ed.-Children & Youth
Babs Odom, Music Director

Cathy Peters, Secretary

Debbie Christian, Pianist

Bill Glad, Sexton

Helen Heafner, Organist Emeritus

Kendra Loria
Louis Ramsey

Clara Barlowe
The Larmore Family

Lloyd Larmore Lucille Garmon

Bob Duncan Helen Heafner

Pete Petrie Marguerite Rector

Cleda Graham &Family Jean & Daryl Engstrom
Patricia Echerd Dave, Jeannie & Will Pope

Tristan & Carmen Peters




February 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4
10am e U x o Rrayer 6:30pm Disciple | &
Group Disciple Il
5:45pm Midweek Manna
6pm Handbells
7pm Chancel Choir

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12pm Confirmation Class 10am ¢ 0 X o Rrayer 6:30pm Disciple | & Spaghetti Dinner @
Group Disciple Il Taylorsville Presbyterian
6pm Handbells 5-7pm Proceeds help to
7pm Chancel Choir send a boy to camp!

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

4:30pm Confirmation 5:30pm Prayer Shawl 10am e U X o Rrayer 6:30pm Disciple | & 7-10am UMM Community

Class Ministry Group Disciple Il Breakfast

5:30pm Kid’s Praise | 6pm Handbells

5:30 pm Trustees 7pm Chancel Choir

6pm Kid’s Praise Il

6pm UMYF

7pm Church Council

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

4:30pm Confirmation 6pm Pancake Dinner 10am e 0O X o Rrayer Gabriel Deadline

Class Group 6:30pm Disciple | &

5:30pm Kid’s Praise | 6pm Handbells Disciple Il

6pm Kid’s Praise I 7pm Chancel Choir

6pm UMYF

26 27 28 29

4:30pm Confirmation 1 @me U X oRrayer

Class Group

5:30pm Kid’s Praise |
6pm Kid’s Praise Il
6pm UMYF

6pm Handbells
6:30 Worship/Prayer
7pm Chancel Choir




February Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Christy Bebber Skyler Wilkinson Lawrence Graham
Brice Larmore
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Matt Cooksey Amanda Bryan Paige Cooper Cathy Peters
Pat Echerd Roberta Wentz
Emili Givens Mary Beth White
Michael Brown
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Ben Zachary Danise Larmore Linda Dunbar Brandi Larmore Taylor Lingle David & Lisa Robinette
David & Cathy Peters
Happy Valentine’s Day
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Macon & Danielle Seitz
26 27 28 29

Samantha Snyder




