
GabrielGabriel 

  òI am Gabriel...I have come to speak to you and tell you this good news.ó 

Taylorsville First UMC:  a garden  of Christõs 

love through Planting Believers, Nurturing  

Disciples and Helping with the Harvest. нлмн 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

  Peter Marshall, the great preacher, two-time US Senate chaplain, and husband of Catherine Marshall who wrote the bestseller Christy, wrote “Give 

to us clear vision that we may know where to stand and what to stand for - because unless we stand for something, we shall fall for anything.” 

 

We hear a lot today about vision, both in and outside of the church.  Where are we headed?  Where have we been?  At first blush, such conversation simply seems 

like the latest rage.  All Fortune 500 companies talk about their vision and hope that it sways stockholders.  Whether you are talking about the late Steve Jobs of 

Apple or a cultural visionary like Gene Rodenberry, talk of vision seems pertinent but at the same time almost trite.  Yet as the Church we come from a long histo-

ry and tradition that not only acknowledges the importance of claiming a bold vision but embracing it as well.  Proverbs 29:18 notes that “Where there is no vi-

sion, the people perish.”   

 

It is also clear from Jesus that he indeed had a vision for the Church and for God’s kingdom on earth.   In his coming out sermon in Nazareth, Jesus reading from 

prophet Isaiah said, “‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hear-

ing.’”  That is, God’s vision for the world was one of full grace and justice… not a justice based on our notions but on heavenly notions.  We are called to institute 

this vision in the ministry of the church as we fulfill the Great Commission from Matthew 28 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.”  Sounds like a vision to me!!  And so we have a biblical mandate and even a commandment… 

 

At First UMC Taylorsville, we have talked a bit recently about our vision.  Many of you filled out Post-it notes with what you see as the vision for our community 

of faith.  In the middle of the rush of holiday celebration this December the Church Council met for most of a Saturday to plan for the church’s future; we took 

those visions and made them the center of our time together.  The conversation was faithful, lively, and helpful.  Without question the center of discussion was our 

land and proceeding to the logical next step of making it more useful.  To that end, two things will be happening in the coming weeks.  First of all, starting Sun-

day, January 8th, I will begin a four week sermon series entitled “Catch the Vision.”  The first Sunday will look at the scripture from Ezekiel 37 about God’s Spirit 

reviving the dry bones in the valley.  The next three Sundays we will look at and hopefully answer these three vital questions:  1) Why do people need Jesus 

Christ? 2) Why do people need the Church? 3) Why do people need First UMC Taylorsville?  The answer to these simple questions may seem obvious but it is my 

guess that you may be surprised, and they are questions that every Christian and every church should be able to answer without difficulty.  Then next Sunday, 

February 5th we will welcome to FUMCT Dr. Mary John Dye our District Superintendent.  She will preach at both services and during the Sunday School hour, 

we'll journey to the land to burn the bank note and celebrate that we've paid if off." 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               (continued next page)  



The second and equally important endeavor will be the Listening Sessions that will be held by the Study/Land committee the fourth week of Janu-

ary.  During this time, the whole church is invited to attend one of these sessions as the Study/Land Team shares with us the Facilities Usage Survey 

that was done right before my arrival and then to discuss our next step with the land.  This will be everyone’s opportunity to hear where we have 

been, where we are, and where we are headed and to then give their own input.  And so, the “listening” will go both ways – church members listen-

ing to this group that has been empowered by the church to discover God’s vision for our community and the Study/Land Team listening to the 

hopes, concerns, and needs of the church.  The dates and times are as follows:  Tuesday, January 24th at 7 PM; Saturday, January 28th at 7pm; Sun-

day, January 29th after church (following a lunch of soup and sandwiches).  The hope is that EVERYONE in the church will be able to attend at least 

one of these sessions.   

 

The thing about vision is it cannot just be discussed once and then laid aside but must be returned to regularly and constantly reevaluated.  Of 

course, ultimately our vision, any vision, if it is to be successful, must come from God and not just ourselves.  Read this scripture from the prophet 

Joel,  
 

It will come about after this  

That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;  

And your sons and daughters will prophesy,  

Your old men will dream dreams,  

Your young men will see visions. Joel 2:28 

 

It is my hope that whatever First Taylorsville does now and in the future it will be a witness to God’s vision for us and the world and it will be to 

God’s glory and honor.  I hope you will participate fully in the coming month as we look to being faithful to Christ’s call on our lives.   

  

Josh 



                  Worship Schedule  
       8:43 AM Contemporary Worship  
      9:30 AM Coffee and Refreshments 
      9:45 AM Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service 

ŮἜɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer Group!                                                                                

ŮἜɢɞɛŬɘ,(Eu-ko-mai) which is a Greek word for “pray to 

God.”  ŮἜɢɞɛŬɘ is meeting every Tuesday at 9:30 am in the 

parlor to pray for church and community members that are in 

need of special prayer. Everyone is welcome to join us.  Pray-

er requests can be e-mailed to the church fumct@fumct.com, 

Danise Larmore at dlarmore@hotmail.com , and to Linda 

Dunbar at dunbar1of6@hotmail.com, or can be written on the 

prayer request cards found throughout the church and placed 

in the offering plate.  

 

1       6:00 pm UMYF 
4     10:00 am ŮɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer Group    
         5:45 pm Midweek Manna 
         6:00 pm Handbells  
         7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
5       6:30 pm Disciple I & II 
8  3:00 pm Confirmation Class 
         4:00 pm UMW Exe. Committee 
         5:30 pm Kidôs Praise I 
         5:30 pm Trustee Meeting 
         6:00 pm         Kidôs Praise II 
         6:00 pm UMYF 
        7:00 pm Church Council 
9    11:00 am UMW Monday Circle 
        5:30 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry 
         7:00 pm Susannah Wesley Circle 
11   10:00 am ŮɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer Group 
         6:00 pm Handbells  
         6:30 pm Kidôs Praise 
         7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
12     6:30 pm Disciple I & II 
15     4:00 pm Confirmation Class 
         5:30 pm Kidôs Praise I 
         6:00 pm         Kidôs Praise II 
         6:00 pm UMYF 
18   10:00 am ŮɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer Group    
         5:45 pm Midweek Manna 
         6:00 pm Handbells  
         7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
19     6:30 pm Disciple I & II 
21     7-10:30 am    UMM Community Breakfast 
22     4:00 pm Confirmation Class 
         5:30 pm Kidôs Praise I 
         6:00 pm         Kidôs Praise II 
         6:00 pm UMYF              
23  7:00 am Gabriel Deadline  
24  7:00 pm Listening Session 
25   10:00 am ŮɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer Group 
         6:00 pm Handbells  
         7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
26  6:30 pm Disciple I & II 
28 12:00 pm Habitat Lunch 
          7:00 pm  Listening Session 
29    12:30 pm Listening Session 
         3:00 pm District Leadership Conf. @    
                               Broad St. UMC 
         5:30 pm Kidôs Praise I 
         6:00 pm         Kidôs Praise II 
         6:00 pm UMYF 

Financial Snapshot 
 

Offering Received for December 

 

Monthly Budgeted Amount Needed     $   15,923.23 
 

General  Budget                     $ 17,012.75 

Land                                       $      190.00 

Helping Pot                            $      420.00 

Benevolence                           $        85.00 

Building Vision Fund             $       200.00 

Prison Ministry                       $      300.00 

Zoe Ministry                           $    2,660.00              

 

Year to Date Totals 

 

Budget for 2011 $203,902 
 

Income for 2011 

General  Budget                       $ 187,982.55 

Annuity                                    $   18,750.00 

Other                                        $        204.88 

Total General Receipts          $   206,937.43    
    

Total Budgeted Expenses Paid Out      $205,481.08 

   Difference between Income & Expenses +$1,456.35 

 

Mission & Building Vision Giving 

Building Vision Fund              $        750.00 

Land                                         $   10,101.00 

                                                 $   10,851.00 

 

Helping Pot                              $      3,528.97 

Bereavement                            $           25.00 

Benevolence                            $       2,922.51 

Agape                                       $         155.00 

Prison Ministry                        $       2,690.69 

Zoe Ministry                            $       2,660.00 

Second Mile Giving                 $         999.00 

Stop Hunger                             $         730.00 

                                                 $     13,711.17 

Memorials and Honorariums 

 

Many of you have supported FUMC and honored friends 

and loved ones by giving memorials and honorariums.  

Everyone is encouraged to designate these gifts for the 

purpose they would like for them to be used.  However, 

if memorials/honorariums are undesignated, the funds 

will be dispensed at the discretion of the Memorial Fund 

Committee. The Memorial Fund Committee members 

are the Pastor, Finance Committee Chairperson, Council 

Member appointed by the Council Chairperson, and Fi-

nancial Secretary. For example, the committee recently 

approved the use of undesignated memorial funds to up-

grade the sound system.  Thank you for your memorials/

honorariums contributions and please be assured that the 

funds will be used for the designated purpose and to the 

glory of God. 

Nursery Volunteers 
We are in need of nursery volunteers during 

the 11am service. If you feel called in this 

way, please contact Christie Bowman at 

cbowman@alexander.k12.nc.us as soon as 

possible.   

mailto:fumct@fumct.com
mailto:dlarmore@hotmail.com
mailto:dunbar1of6@hotmail.com


YƛƴŘƭŜǎΣ bƻƻƪǎ ϧ .ƻƻƪǎΥ 

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ άbŜŀǊƛƴƎ IƻƳŜέ ōȅ .ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳΦ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΣ 
ŦŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƭŘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ Řƻƴϥǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
!ƊŜǊ фо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ .ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀπ
ƘŀƳ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ bŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
IƻƳŜΥ [ƛŦŜΣ CŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ CƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΦ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜϥǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘπ
ƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΦ Wƻƛƴ .ƛƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ 
ōǳǘ ǎǝƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

Mid Week Manna  

Fill out your reservation cards by the Monday 

(1st & 3rd) before the following Wednesday night 

meal. Menu is as follows:                          
Jan. 4: Chili 

Jan 18th: To be announced            

Church Council 
 

¶ Josh shared some about what he and the other folks learned at the 
conference in Kansas City in regards to the lifecycle of organizations 
(somewhat like a bell curve).  We need to be committed to preventing 
the ñdeathò of our ministries by noticing what we can do new or differ-
ently to start our new cycle and move on to whatever God calls. 

¶ Together, we all brainstormed a list of all the ministries we have 
done in the past several years.  We talked about what ministries are 
continual/repeated (such as Kids in the Park or the Prison ministry) 
versus what is just done one time or very recent.  We then broke into 
small groups to evaluate what we thought was successful and neces-
sary or what needed to be changed. 

¶ Since we did have paid off the land, we would like to do a fun/
ceremonial "burning of the note" perhaps when Sam Zachary and Dr. 
Mary John Dye could be with us to celebrate.  We could burn the note 
there on the land, in the fire pit.  When that date is decided upon, it will 
be in the bulletin. 

¶ We discussed the proposed budget that the Finance Committee 
already met about, and some of those committee members explained 
certain things.  (Please see proposed budget.)  We voted to approve 
from the Finance Committee.   

¶ Susan made a motion and Ben seconded that we pay our full ap-
portionments, since we had only done about half of the ñGeneral 
Churchò part; we will probably gain enough income in Dec. 2011 or we 
can use savings.  We currently have about $60,000 in savings.   

¶ Additionally, Ben had asked Josh about the disbursement of the 
Children and Youth funds.  Currently, the Youth funds are in a separate 
checking account for ease of use, and Ben thinks the same should be 
done with the Childrenôs funds.  By consensus, we moved to disperse 
(quarterly) both Childrenôs and Youth money to 1 separate checking 
account. 

Susan Campbell explained a bit about the Vision Team (back from 

January 2005, current members are Susan, Lisa Wike, Linda Dunbar, 

Josh Sherfey, Carol Zachary, Jimmy Jackson, Adam Larmore, and 

Dale Graham) and its history.  (See her PowerPoint presentation.)  The 

Building Vision group will be moving forward, and will do three informa-

tional meetings for the church family: Tues, Jan. 24; Sat, Jan. 28; and 

Sun, Jan. 29.  We had a time of listening about what we see in the col-

lected Post It notes about each church memberôs vision of where our 

church is going in the future. Most are very positive and ready for ex-

pansion/outreach, particularly in regards to building on the land.  We 

discussed that as a group, particularly since there was only one com-

ment that seems to differ in any significant way from the theme of the 

others. The entire church family, certainly, needs to be in continued 

prayer to listen for Godôs will in how our church continues in ministry. 

Angel Tree was a huge success. We helped provide  
Christmas for allot of children in our county! DSS had over 
400 angels and we helped to meet that goal! You did it 
again FUMCT! 
Merry Christmas!  

Dear M&M’s Group,  

Thank you for your generous gift to our ministry. Gifts like 

your help to provide assistance to our residents in the way 

of , monthly fees, medical expenses and prescriptions. We 

were able to help 38 residents last year because of gifts like 

yours. Thank you again for your 2011 gift. Your commit-

ment is truly appreciated by those who benefit from our 

ministries and we feel blessed by your kindness. 

Arbor Acres 



2012 Budget 2011 Additional Total  

 Budget Request Budget 

Income    

   General Receipts    

      Annuity  18,750.00 -1,551.00 17,199.00 

      Facility Fees 300.00 -150.00 150.00 

      Interest Income 100.00 -50.00 50.00 

      Offering 184,532.00 10,468.00 195,000.00 

   Total General Receipts $203,682.00 $8,717.00 $212,399.00 

   Special Receipts    

      Children's Ministry 220.00  220.00 

   Total Special Receipts $220.00 $0.00 $220.00 

Total Income $203,902.00 $8,717.00 $212,619.00 

    

Expenses    

   Apportionments    

      Total Conference Apportionment 11,947.00 4,980.00 16,927.00 

      Total District Apportionment 5,113.00 -99.00 5,014.00 

   Total Apportionments $17,060.00 $4,881.00 $21,941.00 

    

   Children & Youth Ministry    

      Childrens' Ministry - Misc. 800.00 700.00 1,500.00 

      UMYF 3,000.00   3,000.00 

   Total Children & Youth Ministry $3,800.00 $700.00 $4,500.00 

    

   Christian Education    

      Bible School 700.00  700.00 

      Literat-S Scho 2,500.00  2,500.00 

      Older Adult Ministries (M&Ms) 100.00  100.00 

      Supplies-Education 150.00   150.00 

   Total Christian Education $3,450.00 $0.00 $3,450.00 

    

   Music    

      Music-Contemporary 500.00  500.00 

      Music-Traditional 1,000.00 300.00 1,300.00 

   Total Music $1,500.00 $300.00 $1,800.00 

    

   Office    

      Admin. Exp-Vanco 400.00  400.00 

      Postage 1,100.00 -400.00 700.00 

      Software Furn Equip 2,200.00  2,200.00 

      Supplies-Fellowship Hall 250.00  250.00 

      Supplies-Office 1,100.00 400.00 1,500.00 

      Supplies-Sexton 700.00   700.00 

   Total Office $5,750.00 $0.00 $5,750.00 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    Fellowship  $200.00 $200.00 

    

   Outreach    

      Covenant Missionary  225.00 225.00 

      Outreach Ministries 800.00 200.00 1,000.00 

   Total Outreach $800.00 $425.00 $1,225.00 

    

    

   Pastor    

      Honorarium 200.00  200.00 

      Confirmation  600.00 600.00 

      Literat-Other 1,000.00 600.00 1,600.00 

      Sermon Prep Materials  400.00 400.00 

      Pastor Discretionary Exp. 400.00   400.00 

   Total Pastor $1,600.00 $1,600.00 $3,200.00 

    

   Staff Salary    

      Christian Educator 20,115.00 -3,115.00 17,000.00 

      Contracted Services 400.00  400.00 

      Music Director 8,537.00  8,537.00 

      Organist-Pianist 6,747.00  6,747.00 

      Pastor 56,186.00 2,814.00 59,000.00 

      Pastor CEduc 200.00  200.00 

       Annual Conf Expense 100.00  100.00 

      Pastor Health Benefits 501 11,580.00 758.00 12,338.00 

      Pastor Pension Benefits 502 11,117.00 -1,073.00 10,044.00 

      Pastor Travel 2,000.00  2,000.00 

      Secretary 9,984.00  9,984.00 

      Sexton 6,957.00  6,957.00 

      Social Security & Medicare 4,081.00 -316.00 3,765.00 

      Staff-Continuing Education 100.00   100.00 

   Total Staff Salary $138,104.00 -$932.00 $137,172.00 

    

   Stewardship $500.00  $500.00 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



2012 Budget 2011 Additional Total  

 Budget Request Budget 
   Trustees    

      Insurance-Bus 455.00  455.00 

      Insurance-Multi-Peril 5,098.00 402.00 5,500.00 

      Insurance-Umbr Liab 500.00 6.00 506.00 

      Maint-Bus 500.00  500.00 

      Maint-Chur Bld 3,000.00  3,000.00 

      Maint-Chur Landsc 1,880.00  1,880.00 

      Maint-Office Equip 4,330.00 370.00 4,700.00 

      Maint-Parsonage 1,500.00  1,500.00 

      Small Equipment  500.00 500.00 

      Utilities 8,700.00  8,700.00 

      Worker's Comp. 1,050.00 -35.00 1,015.00 

   Total Trustees $27,013.00 $1,243.00 $28,256.00 

    

   Witness $3,100.00  $3,100.00 

    

   Worship    

      Banners-Decorat 125.00  125.00 

      Contemporary Service 600.00 300.00 900.00 

      Supplies-Worship 500.00   500.00 

   Total Worship $1,225.00 $300.00 $1,525.00 

    

Total Expenses $203,902.00 $8,717.00 $212,619.00 

 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

    

    



Remember our Homebound /Students  

 
Lucille Garmon Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn PO Box 1599 Conover, NC 28613 

Audrey Gilreath 537 1st Ave Dr SE Taylorsville, NC 28681 

Cleda Graham 347 East Main Ave Taylorsville, NC 28681 

Helen Heafner PO Box 216 Taylorsville, NC 28681 

Marguerite Rector 190 East Jay Drive Taylorsville, NC 28681 

Betty Roulic 1265 21st St Ne Room 708 A Hickory, NC 28601 

Billy & Lisa Adams 4604 NC Hwy 90 E Hiddenite, NC 28636 

Harold & Jean Rufty 347 S Center St Taylorsville, NC 28681 

Sam Zachary 1244 Arbor Rd Box A-416 Winston Salem, NC 27104 

Nita Wagoner 1244 Arbor Rd  Box 505 Winston Salem, NC 27104 

Emmie Givens 1244 Arbor Rd B-310 Winston Salem, NC 27104 

Patrick Wike PO Box 15073 Boone, NC 28608 

Morgan Feimster ASU Box 15935 Boone, NC 28608 

Andy Bryan 1917 UNCG Station Campus Greensboro, NC 27149-1018 

Sam O’ Keeffe PO Box 1875 Wingate, NC 28174 

Vincent Aponte Western Carolina University 245 Memorial Dr Ste 7494 Cullowhee, NC 28723 

Garrett Feimster  ASU Box 06856 Boone, NC 28608 

Lea Church  ASU Box 09570 Boone, NC 28608 

Our Covenant Missionaries 
From Liberia 
Herbert and Mary Zigbuo:   
 1158 Mallard Place 
 Creedmoor, NC 27522 
e-mail:  umcliberia@yahoo.com 
Drop them a note and let them  know  
that we are praying for them and their ministry. 

 

Mi$$ion 

Money 

Helping Pot for January 
Alexander County Habitat for Humanity  

Mi$$ion Money Jars 
Add your pocket change to the 

labeled jars in Sunday School 

rooms and around the church 

to help fund our Outreach  

Mission Projects. 



 

 
 

 

 

 On behalf of the United Methodist Men, I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year.  It is 

our hope that the year 2012 brings to each heart more love for Christ and for one another.  We would 

like to thank each one in our church and in our community that gave of their time and their resources to 

support our projects for missions in 2011.  We were successful in supporting many projects during the 

year funded mainly by our monthly community breakfasts.  We are hopeful that this event will grow to 

make more contributions possible. 

 We were pleased to join with the UMYF in December to fund the purchase a cow through the 

ZOE Project.  We combined the proceeds of our December breakfast and the UMYF gift-wrapping 

fund-raiser to make this possible.  We commend our wonderful youth for their efforts and their willing-

ness to give to this worthy project.  As you are counting your blessings this year please remember what 

a blessing it is to have such a caring youth group (our church future) making such worthy decisions for 

others in need.  We are truly blessed! 

In December, the UMM re-elected all current officers for the year 2012.  Officers currently are 

Dennis Snyder – President, Guy Chapman – Vice-President, and Glenn Fox – Secretary/Treasurer.  We 

are hopeful of increasing our numbers this year.  We will have a special outing in January or February 

where we will extend a special invitation to men who are not currently active to join us for an evening 

of fun.  We hope that many people will accept this invitation and decide to become active.  Our group is 

currently small but very strong in our feelings of mission and fellowship.   

 Come join us this year – you will not regret it! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenn Fox – Secretary/Treasurer 

 

  UMW news…. 

 

The theme for 2012 will be “Walk With Wholeness” and programs 

are designed to challenge us to grow in our spiritual lives and in our 

awareness of social justice issues.  Our goal is to prepare us to serve 

in the world so that the body of Christ is built up.  With that in mind, 

we hope to have each woman in our church attend United Methodist 

Women events.   

For those who have days free, the Monday morning circle meets at 

11:00 a.m. in the church parlor and many enjoy the treat of going to 

lunch at a local restaurant following the meeting.  For others, there is 

a night circle that meets at 7:00 PM in the Multi-purpose room.  Both 

circles meet on alternate months beginning in January on the 2nd 

Monday. 

 

Calendar of Activities for January 

 

Sunday, January 8     4:00 PM   Executive Committee,  

                                                            Multi-purpose room 

 

Monday, January 9  11:00 AM   Monday morning circle 

        7:00 PM   Susannah Wesley circle 

Hand in Hand Highlights  

 
Thanks to all who have made our Hand in Hand partner-

ship a success this year.  Many of you have volunteered many 

hours with your lunch buddies as well as in prayer for your 

teachers.  The dinner honoring the teachers and their guests was 

lots of work, but well received by all who were in attendance.  

Several acknowledged that gift and a quote from one note said 

“We truly appreciate the beautiful meal provided by your 

church.  The mood and atmosphere was so pleasant.  Each time I 

visit your church I am blessed.”  Another wrote “We are blessed 

to have a group of people who care, pray, and dedicate their pre-

cious time and hard earned money for our enjoyment.” 

 

We pray your new year’s resolution will include your continued 

prayers and visits to the school during 2012. 

        

Nan and Pat 

 

Youth & Children 

Well my friends it’s January. Now is the time when we look ahead and plan the New Year and look back on 

what we have accomplished thus far. I do want to take a moment and thank everyone for all the support over 

the last few months. Holly and I feel like we have been a part of your family for years after just a few weeks, 

and the girls love all of their new friends. Looking out over a new calendar can be a daunting task, but it’s 

also exciting to think of all the opportunities in store. So I’d like to get your opinions. In what direction 

would you like to see the youth/kids go? What would you like to see us do? What would you like to see us 

change? What challenges would you like to see us take on? There is a brand new year ahead and your opin-

ion is vital to us! What is also vital is your help. I think it’s safe to say that I speak for every ministry head 

when I say; it’s impossible to do what we do without you. What I love about First UMC more than anything 

else is there are always willing hands to do whatever we need. Please keep it up. For one it helps us reach 

out and do more, but secondly it shows our kids and young adults that they have our support; that the things 

that are important to them are important to you.  

I really do want you to send me suggestions for this year. My email address is BenWooten@gmail.com 

I look forward to hearing from you, and to spending 2012 in service to Jesus Christ together. 

 

Thanks again 

~Ben 

mailto:BenWooten@gmail.com


Getting a Great Start for 2012  

Statesville District Leadership Conference  

Sunday, January 29, 2012 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  

Broad Street United Methodist Church, Statesville  
 

Workshops:  
ˈI Love to Tell the Storyớ led by Skylar Nimmons - for all who work with communications in the church What are the good things happening in your church? 

How to get attention for your church events?  
 

ˈToo Important to Waitớ ï Year Round Stewardship - led by Christian Burns, United Methodist Foundation - for all stewardship chairs and commit-

tees. The time to work on stewardship is LONG before the fall crunch! Stewardship is a way of life and this workshop will focus on how to develop effective stewardship in your 

church year long.  
 

ˈCommunicating Finances with your Congregation - Are You Raising Awareness or Creating Anxietyớ led by Rev. Mark Conforti --for all Finance 

Chairs and Committees. Does your church take the church budget, divide by 52 and put those amounts in the bulletin each week along with what is received? Come learn a 

more accurate and effective possibility that could save unnecessary anxiety about finances in the life of your church.  
 

ˈMaking Meetings Matterớ - What it means to be a Leader - led by Dr. Mary John Dye - for all committee chairs Do your church meetings last too long? Do 

you spend too much time on the same issues? Do people leave church meetings lifted or discouraged?  
 

ˈSeven Surprisingly Effective Ways to Increase Your Worship Attendance ớ - led by Steve Jamesðfor all pastors, and members who are interested in 

new ways to increase worship attendance. Is your worship attendance dropping? Learn how to effectively raise your attendance in worship.  
 

ˈWhen People Donôt Get Alongớ led by Ric Vandett and Terry McRee - for anyone interested in resources for conflict transformation in their church 

setting. Do you have conflict in your church? Do people either slug it out or ignore it? How can the church apply Christian faith to work through conflicted situations? Come and 

hear the stories of how the Church Transformation Team can make a difference in your church.  
 

ˈCreative Connecting with Your Communityớ led by Kelly Hyatt -- for Outreach/Mission Chairs and committees.  
In the changed culture, how can your church connect with the community in creative, interesting ways? Come and hear how churches are introducing themselves and making a 

witness for Jesus.  
 

ñBuilding on STRENGTHS, Not Focusing on Weaknessesớ ï led by Dave Zitlow - An Introduction to Appreciative Inquiry Appreciative Inquiry is a positive 

approach to church life focusing on bringing the strengths of a church forward as a resource for growth. As a specific approach to positive change or as a way to change to posi-

tive conversations in church groups, AI has a great deal to offer to move churches in a positive direction.  
 

ˈWhatôs New?ớ -- Showcasing Resources for Small Group Study - led by Joe Hamby -- for any Sunday School teachers and small group leaders. Thereôs 

a wonderful new world of resources for small group study. Come hear Joe Hamby, resources specialist from Cokesbury to learn about new resources for spiritual growth and 

study.  

ˈYouth Leaders! God Bless You!ớ -- This training for youth counselors, staff and volunteers - led by Amber-Drew Foster Support and training for adults who 

work with youth in local churches.  
 

IMPACT Day Coordinators ï Getting Ready for Outreach for 2012 -- for all Church Impact Coordinators  
 

Camp Carolwood -- for all Camp Carolwood Contact People and Parents  
 

ˈMixing Politics and Religion the United Methodist Wayớ ï The Faith Challenges of an Election Year. led by Josh Sherfey - for anyone interested in how to 
apply the Christian faith in the barrage of election year activity  



First United Methodist Churchï January Ministry Commitments 

 

Date  Nursery                   
Jan 1            Linda Dunbar, Corrie Bruce(8:43 am),  Carol Zachary, Jerry Adams (11:00 am)  
Jan 8            Christie Bowman, Adam Chapman(8:43 am), Kellie Chapman, Courtney Bebber (11:00 am) 
Jan 15          Cathy Peters, Taylor Lingle(8:43 am), Maria Bryan, ?? (11:00 am) 
Jan 22          Guy Chapman, Alexa Dunbar(8:43am), Linda Graham, ?? ( 11:00am) 
Jan 29          Janice Lentz 
   
Date  Liturgist                                        Scripture                         Flowers 
Jan 1              8:43amï Matt Cooksey                             11:00amï Nan Campbell                     Luke 2:22-40                   Holy Communion 
Jan 8                             Traci Snyder                                               Clell Seitz                             Psalm 51                                                             
Jan 15                           John Bruce                                                  Dianne Little                        Romans 3:21-26                             
Jan 22                           Susan Campbell                                          Mary Beth White                 Matthew 16:13-19 
Jan 29                           Terry Graham                                              Brenda Fox                         Revelation 3:7-22                   
Date  Church Security Ushers                                      8:43 am Sound System         11am Sound System            
Jan 1     Jerry Adams  8:43 am  Ted Muscarelli, Cory Chapman       Ben Wooten                             Danise Larmore 
Jan 8   Christy Bebber                                                                                                                                                              
Jan 16 Glenn Fox                  11:00 am  Christy Bebber, Jerry Adams                          
Jan 22            Mark Odom 
Jan 29            Michael Wike 
Date            Offering Counter                  Offering Counter Assistant            Altar Guild          Acolyte                                                                
Jan 1            Pete Petrie                             Mike Wike                                            Lisa Wike                 Ethan Robinette 
Jan 8             Nan Campbell                        Lisa Ferguson                                      Susan Campbell                                                                                                             
Jan 15           Mary Beth White                    Carol Zachary 
Jan 22           Linda Greer                            Janel Lingle 
Jan 29            Mary Beth White                         Gale Clary 

Set Up for Early Service - Susan Campbell  

Church Staff 
Rev. Josh Sherfey, Pastor 
Ben Wooten, Christian Ed.-Children & Youth 
Babs Odom, Music Director   
Cathy Peters, Secretary 
Debbie Christian, Pianist 
Bill Glad, Sexton                  
Helen Heafner, Organist Emeritus                  

                                    Our Prayer List 

 

Libby & Bill Lilly                             Dianne Little 

Bret & Nikita Denekas & Family     Amy Davis                                                                               

Kris Kennington & Family               Kelly Blanton 

Robert Smyre                                    Rita Brett   

Meadlock Family                              Danny Lentz 

Abigail Shook                                   Jessica Parker                               

Joel Blackburn                                  Jimmy Miller 

Betty Roulic                                      Hullfish Family 

Family of Anna Sharpe                     Chase Logan                                                                                             

Clara Barlowe                                   Kendra Loria                                        

The Larmore Family                         Louis Ramsey 

Lloyd Larmore                                  Lucille Garmon                                 

Bob Duncan                                      Helen Heafner                                   

Pete Petrie                                         Marguerite Rector 

Cleda Graham & Family                  Teresa Harlan & Family  

Jean & Daryl Engstrom                                                                                                                    



January 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2  3 Skyler Wilkinson Bday 

Keth & Deborah Tadt Anni-

versary 

4 Lawrence Graham Bday 5 

6 Matt Cooksey Bday 7 8 Amanda Bryan Bday 

Patricia Echerd Bday 

Emiie Givens Bday 

9 Paige Cooper Bday 10 Barry Lackey Bday 

Cathy Peters Bday 

11 Andy Lee Bday 12 Ben Zachary Bday 

Darlene Marshall Bday 

13 Danise Larmore Bday 14 Linda Dunbar Bday 

Luke Deal Bday 

Happy Valentineôs Day 

15 Brandi Larmore Bday 16 17 Taylor Lingle Bday 

David & Cathy Peters 

Anniversary 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 Chris Deal Bday 

Deborah Tadt Bday 

Cecilia Tadt bday 

7:30am Gabriel Deadline 

24 Macon & Danielle Seitz 

Anniversary 

25 Charlene Lackey Bday 26 

27 28 Samantha Snyder Bday 29 30 31   

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

5:30pm Kidôs Praise I 

6pm Kidôs Praise II 

6pm UMYF 

2 3 4 

10am Ů ɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer 

Group 

5:45pm Midweek Manna 

6pm Handbells 

7pm Chancel Choir 

5 

6:30pm Disciple I &  

Disciple II 

6 7 

 

8  4pm Confirmation Class 

4pm UMW Exe. Committee 

5:30 pm Trustees 

5:30pm Kidôs Praise I 

6pm Kidôs Praise II 

6pm UMYF 

7pm Church Council 

9 

11am Monday Circle 

5:30pm Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

7pm Susannah Wesley 

Circle 

10 11  

 10am Ů ɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer 

Group 

6pm Handbells 

7pm Chancel Choir 

12  

6:30pm Disciple I &  

Disciple II 

13 14 

15  

4pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm Kidôs Praise I 

6pm Kidôs Praise II 

6pm UMYF 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

10am Ů ɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer 

Group 

5:45pm Midweek Manna 

6pm Handbells 

7pm Chancel Choir 

19 

6:30pm Disciple I &  

Disciple II 

20 21  

7-10am UMM Community 

Breakfast 

 

22 

4pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm Kidôs Praise I 

6pm Kidôs Praise II 

6pm UMYF 

23 

Gabriel Deadline 

24 

7pm Listening Session 

25  

10am Ů ɢɞɛŬɘ Prayer 

Group 

6pm Handbells 

7pm Chancel Choir 

26 

6:30pm Disciple I &  

Disciple II 

27 28 

12:00pm Habitat Lunch 

7pm Listening Session 

29  12:30pm Listening 

Session 

4pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm Kidôs Praise I 

6pm Kidôs Praise II 

6pm UMYF 

 

30 

 

31 

 

    

       



January Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2  3 Skyler Wilkinson Bday 

Keth & Deborah Tadt Anni-

versary 

4 Lawrence Graham Bday 5 

6 Matt Cooksey Bday 7 8 Amanda Bryan Bday 

Patricia Echerd Bday 

Emiie Givens Bday 

9 Paige Cooper Bday 10 Barry Lackey Bday 

Cathy Peters Bday 

11 Andy Lee Bday 12 Ben Zachary Bday 

Darlene Marshall Bday 

13 Danise Larmore Bday 14 Linda Dunbar Bday 

Luke Deal Bday 

Happy Valentineôs Day 

15 Brandi Larmore Bday 16 17 Taylor Lingle Bday 

David & Cathy Peters 

Anniversary 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 Chris Deal Bday 

Deborah Tadt Bday 

Cecilia Tadt bday 

7:30am Gabriel Deadline 

24 Macon & Danielle Seitz 

Anniversary 

25 Charlene Lackey Bday 26 

27 28 Samantha Snyder Bday 29 30 31   

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Linda Greer 

2 3 4 5 

Justin Bowman 

6 

Dylan Miller 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10 11  

Laura Coley 

  

12  

Cleda Graham 

13 

Rebecca Sucharda 

14 

Lucille Garmon 

15  

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Vincent Aponte 

Zac Ferguson 

Gary Rogers 

 

20 

Lillie Ann Bruce 

21  

Bill Vinson 

22  

Alexa Dunbar 

Vickie McCoy 

Charleigh Bailey 

23 

Kathryn Barlowe 

24 

Linda Graham 

Nellie Jones 

Jo Ann Lowe 

25  

Lea Church 

Shannon Sherfey 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

Joey Williams 

 

 

30 

 

31 

Babs Odom 

Pat Wilkinson 

    

       


